
 

 

Classroom Apps for Your ActivConnect G 
 

Solar System Scope 
Subject: Science 

Grade: 6 - 12 

Description: 3D simulation of the Solar System and night sky - 

real time virtual orrery and observatory. 

Key Features: - Heliocentric view with real-time positions of 

planets and planetary orbits - Schematic and realistic sizes of 

the planets and distances between them - Movement of the 

planets in time to see how they move in relation to each 

other - Virtual Orrery  - Planetary exploration with info texts, 

images and additional views such as structure  

- Virtual Observatory - Stars and constellation of the night sky as viewed from a given location  

- Interactive night sky: point the device at the sky to see all objects in their proper place - 

Changes in the night sky during night, month and year  - Advanced searching of the objects - 

Ecliptic line, grid lines and more.  
Lesson Idea/Use Case: Have students begin by exploring our solar system. Then split students into 

small cooperative groups and assign them each a planet to report on. Bring students back 

together and have them report as if they were NASA astronauts having come back from a trip to 

that planet.  

 

Dissection Lab  

Subject: Science 

Grade: 6-12 

Description: The Dissection Lab app is currently the best 

alternative to live animal dissections. It provides step-by-step 

instructions and 3D visualization of the specimen. It gives 

complete understanding of dissection process to learn animal 

anatomy and visualize internal organs effectively. The 

application replicates an actual dissection of a chloroformed 

specimen, using complete set of dissection instruments 

including pins, scalpel, marker, and forceps; giving a more real like experience. Key Features: 

· Innovative and engaging – Learn by doing not by watching or hearing· Realistic animal 

dissection with real like experience and real time interaction· Fun way of learning – good mix 

of Real and Virtual environment for animal dissection· Internal and external Anatomical 

systems view in 3d along with voice over instructions· Animal classification with life cycle, 

habits and habitat information· Easy interactivity with rotate, pan, pinch zoom, etc. functions· 

Assignments, questionnaire and quiz for practice 

Lesson Idea/Use Case: Have teams work on this app in a center/rotation style lesson. Ideally, there 

would be 4 stations set up with different dissection activities at each.  

 
 

 



 

 

Koi Free Live Wallpaper 
Subject: Any  

Grade: Any 

Description: Watch Koi happily explore their pond! Colorful fish 

and beautiful backgrounds make Koi Live Wallpaper better 

than the real thing! Everything is 3D, with fully interactive water 

that supports multi touch. Both tablets and phones are fully 

supported in both portrait and landscape modes! Double-tap 

to feed your fish! 
Lesson Idea/Use Case: This app can be used for sensory therapy. It 

is a fantastic screensaver to have up in-between classes or it can 

be used as a reward for students. This app can also be used in special needs classes as a way to 

refocus.   

 

Google Expeditions 
Subject: Social Studies / Science 

Grade: Any 

Description: Google Expeditions is a virtual reality teaching tool 

that lets you lead or join immersive virtual trips all over the world. 

Get up close with historical landmarks, dive underwater with 

sharks, even visit outer space! Built for the classroom and small 

group use, Google Expeditions allows a teacher acting as a 

“guide” to lead classroom-sized groups of “explorers” through 

collections of 360° and 3D images while pointing out interesting 

sights along the way. Key Features: • Guide classroom-sized 

groups of locally connected users from your phone or tablet. • Explore along with a guide in 

immersive VR by putting your Android phone into a Google Cardboard viewer 

(http://g.co/cardboard) or use an Android tablet or phone in 2D “magic window” 

mode.• Connect devices over the same WiFi network - if the Guide has downloaded some 

Expeditions, there is no internet connectivity required to run the Expedition! • Choose from a 

growing list of over 200 Expeditions - each one is a curated set of VR imagery along with 

integrated descriptions, talking points and questions. 
Lesson Idea/Use Case: Explore the app and find an expedition that you would like to lead your 

class on. Review the key points of the expedition. Utilize this app as either an introduction to a 

unit of study or a culminating adventure to highlight everything you have already learned.  
 

Google Arts and Culture 
Subject: Art 

Grade: Any 

Description: Keep exploring with Google Arts & Culture. Meet the 

people, visit the places and learn about the events that shaped 

our world. Discover collections curated by experts from the most 

famous museums. Be moved by stories depicted in thousands of 

photos, videos, manuscripts and artworks on every type of 

screen and in virtual reality. Find your favorite artworks, create 



 

 

your own collections and share them with friends. Google Arts & Culture has collaborated 

with over 1,200 international museums, galleries and institutions from 70 countries to make 

their exhibits available for everyone online. Key Features: - Zoom Views - Experience every 

detail of the world’s greatest treasures  

- Browse by time and color - Explore artworks by filtering them by color or time period - Virtual 

tours - Step inside the most famous museums in the world and visit iconic landmarks - Personal 

collection - Save your favorite artworks and share your collections with friends - Nearby - Find 

museums and cultural events around you - Exhibits - Take guided tours curated by experts - 

Daily digest - Learn something new every time you open the app 

Lesson Idea/Use Case: You can use this app as a part of part of a unit of study about a particular 

time period and artistry movement. Then have students go on a scavenger hunt to explore 

museums all over the world looking for pieces of art from that time period or artistry movement. 

You can set rules and times and see how many pieces of art they can correctly collect in a given 

time frame.  

 

Scratch Jr. 
Subject: Computers / Math 

Grade: 5 - Any 

Description: Scratch Jr is an introductory programming 

language that enables young children to create their own 

interactive stories and games. Children snap together graphical 

programming blocks to make characters move, jump, dance, 

and sing. Children can modify characters in the paint editor, 

add their own voices and sounds, even insert photos of 

themselves -- then use the programming blocks to make their 

characters come to life. Just as writing helps you organize your 

thinking and express your ideas, the same is true for coding. In the past, coding was seen as 

too difficult for most people. But we think coding should be for everyone, just like writing. As 

young children code with Scratch Jr, they learn how to create and express themselves with 

the computer, not just to interact with it. In the process, children learn to solve problems and 

design projects, and they develop sequencing skills that are foundational for later academic 

success. They also use math and language in a meaningful and motivating context, 

supporting the development of early-childhood numeracy and literacy. With Scratch Jr, 

children aren't just learning to code, they are coding to learn. 
Lesson Idea/Use Case: Use this app as an introduction to the wide world of coding with your 

students. No matter what grade they are in if they have never coded before this is a great place 

to start. Incorporate the app into other activities that you may already be using such as Minecraft 

and code.org.  

 

Duo Lingo 
Subject: Language Acquisition 

Grade: 3 - 12 

Description: Duo lingo is a great way to learn new vocabulary words 

to read, listen, write and speak English, Spanish, French, German, 

Portuguese, Italian, Dutch, Irish, Danish, Swedish, Russian, Ukrainian, 

Esperanto, Polish or Turkish. Practice your speaking, reading, listening 



 

 

and writing skills while playing a game! You'll improve your vocabulary and grammar skills by 

answering questions and completing lessons. Start with basic verbs, phrases, and sentences, 

and learn new words daily.                                                                                                                                                           
Lesson Idea/Use Case: This is a fantastic app to use when teaching students, a new language. A 

use case for this app would be to use it as a daily warm up in your foreign language class. You 

can have the students take turns coming up to the front of class and answering the questions. You 

then accumulate points. Perhaps you could start a race between classes to see who could 

accumulate the most points.  

 

Khan Academy 
Subject: Any 

Grade: Any 

Description: Learn using videos, interactive exercises, and in-depth 

articles in math (arithmetic, pre-algebra, algebra, geometry, 

trigonometry, statistics, calculus, linear algebra), science (biology, 

chemistry, physics), economics, and even the humanities with playlists 

on art history, civics, finance, and more. There are over 40,000 

interactive Common Core aligned practice questions with instant 

feedback and step-by-step hints. Follow along with what you’re teaching. - Quickly find what 

you need: Redesigned navigation and search make it faster to find what you want - Keep 

learning even when you’re offline: Bookmark your favorite content to “Your List” for easy 

access, and download it to keep learning even when you’re not connected to the internet. - 

Pick up where you left off: Your learning syncs between your Android and khanacademy.org, 

so your progress is always up-to-date                                                                                                          
Lesson Idea/Use Case:  This app would be fantastic to use in a flipped classroom. You can assign 

students to watch videos on specific topics. Then when you come into class the next day you can 

perform certain activities based on the knowledge they gained from the video. A fantastic app to 

pair with Khan Academy would be EdPuzzle.  

 

Ted 
Subject: Current Events 

Grade: 6 - 12 

Description: Feed your students curiosity and expand their world 

with TED Talks. Explore more than 2,000 TED Talks from remarkable 

people, by topic and mood, from tech and science to the 

surprises of your own psychology. Key Features: - Browse the 

entire TED Talks video library, with subtitles in over 100 languages. 

- Listen to episodes of the acclaimed TED Radio Hour podcast, a co-production of NPR and 

TED. - Download video or audio of talks for offline playback. - Bookmark talks for later.   - 

Discover inspiring, funny, or jaw-dropping talks and curated playlists. - Let us build you a 

custom playlist, tailored to fit your ideal timeframe 

Lesson Idea/Use Case: Use a Ted talk to spur ideas for a journal topic. Watch the video yourself first 

then create a journal topic for your class asking them if they agree or disagree with a statement 

based on the TED talk. When students arrive the next day have them read the journal topic then, 



 

 

before they start to write, let them watch the Ted talk as a class. Then, allow them to journal their 

thoughts, in agreement or disagreement for 15-20 minutes. This could be followed by a whole 

group discussion about different opinions.  

 

Memrise 
Subject: Foreign Language 

Grade: 5 - 12 

Description: Memrise Language Spymaster will train your 

language learning skills and send you deep undercover as a spy 

in a distant Universe. You’ll be in charge of protecting the 

diversity of languages in the Multiverse from the evil Uniformis 

Front! Use the language you learn to dupe enemy agents into 

thinking you are one of them, and to spot other fellow agents 

that will help you along the way. Pick from any of the following 

languages: French, Spanish (from Mexico or from Spain), 

German, English, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Turkish, Russian, Italian, Portuguese (from Brazil 

or from Portugal), Swedish, Norwegian, Danish, and many more! 
Lesson Idea/Use Case: This app is a great for computer centers in your classroom. Students can 

work at their own pace and depending on how quickly they learn the words will be taken into an 

adventure in another world. You could turn this app into a classroom competition by displaying 

the ‘map’ of the universe they will be navigating. Then after every computer session students 

could move their icon to a new place in the universe to show their progress. The first student to 

make it to the end wins!  

 

Skyview 
Subject: Science   

Grade: 6 - 12 

Description: SkyView Free is an intuitive stargazing app that uses 

your camera to precisely spot and identify celestial objects in 

sky, day or night. Find popular constellations as they fade in 

and out while you scan across the sky, locate planets in our 

solar system, discover distant galaxies, and witness satellite fly-

bys. Key Features: • Augmented Reality (AR): Use your camera 

to spot objects in the sky, day or night. • Sky Paths: Follow the 

sky track for any object to see it’s exact location in the sky on 

any date and time.• Time Travel: Jump to the future or the past and see the sky on different 

dates and times.                                                                                                                                                  
Lesson Idea/Use Case: This app would be fantastic for having students explore the night sky for 

homework. You could assign each student a different constellation and have them find it in their 

own backyard. Once found have students describe how they feel knowledge of this constellation 

would prove beneficial if they were living in a different (example: nomadic) society.  

 

NASA 
Subject: Science 

Grade: 6-12 



 

 

Description: Come explore with NASA and discover the latest images, videos, mission 

information, news, feature stories, tweets, NASA TV and featured content with the NASA app 

for Android. 

Key Features:- Over 15,000 images (and growing everyday) - Latest news and features stories 

- Live streaming of NASA TV - Latest on demand NASA videos from around the agency - 

Current NASA mission Information - Live streaming video from the High Definition Earth 

Viewing (HDEV) experiment on the ISS - Launch information & countdown clocks - Current 

visible passes for the International Space Station (ISS) and notifications - Current visible passes 

for other missions (Fermi, Hinode, Hubble...) - ISS and Earth orbiting satellite trackers - NASA 

Twitter Feeds from around the agency.                                                                                                    
Lesson Idea/Use Case: One of the many great features of this app is the ‘tweets’ section. Have 

students view the tweets from the astronauts. Break students into groups and have them research 

one of the planets. A great app to use in conjunction with this is Solar Scope. Once the students 

have researched their planet have them created a twitter account as an astronaut exploring that 

planet. Have them create tweets from different points in their mission to talk about what they are 

seeing a relay information about that planet back down to earth.  

 

Fraction Math 
Subject: Math 

Grade: 3-12 

Description: This app is a fractions calculator with various 

functions:- add, subtract, multiply and divide fractions. - 

convert fractions in decimals,- simplify fractions- compare 

fractions - find the lowest common denominator- fraction 

trainer, to learn fraction calculations. This app is a wonderful 

tool for students. It will help them to learn arithmetic’s and 

calculations with fraction numbers.                                                  
Lesson Idea/Use Case: Break students into two groups and line 

them up. Have flashcards with different fraction tasks on them. Each student at the front of the line 

must race against the student in the opposite group to complete the task. Once completed use 

the Fraction Math app whole class to check their answers.  

 

Spiritz  
Subject: English Language Arts 

Grade: High School 

Description: Spritz reading technique makes speed-reading 

really easy for everyone! When you use Sprint Reader your 

average reading speed rises up to 400-700 words per minute! Do 

not try to pronounce the words in your head, just read and 

absorb every word. Consider increasing the speed when you 

get used to your current wpm. On 700 wpm speed you can 

read a 500-page Book in 3 Hours. Key Features: "Read From 

Clipboard" - just copy any text from your internet browser and 

press. Lesson Idea/Use Case: You can load a PDF of content on the app so groups or individual 

students can improve their ability to improve reading speed. Why is this important? Because the 



 

 

SAT and PSAT reading section provides VERY lengthy reading with questions that follow. Students 

will improve their read and perusing skills thereby giving them more time for the analysis of the 

questions...so slow, struggling readers improve and their time can be best spent on completing the 

reading. This frees up time to do strategies like process of elimination and other test taking 

strategies. Bottom line: Stronger readers achieve better scores.  

  

 

 

 

 


